
Head Lice Protocol 
 

 

Active Infestation is defined as the presence of live lice or any nits found within 1/4th inch of the scalp. (MDE) 

Flushing Community School includes in the definition of active infestation as any person who has 10 or more nits 

regardless of the distance from the scalp.  

 

 1/4th inch will be measured with a clean plastic ruler.  

 

PROCEDURE 

 

A student may be checked for head lice under the following conditions:  

 

 A staff member, parent, or student themselves makes a request.  

 

 A student has a sibling in the district with an active infestation.  

 

 A student shares a locker with a student who has an active infestation.  

 

 A student is in a classroom that has two or more active infestations concurrently.  

 

 A head check may be done at the discretion of a building principal or the school nurse.  

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE: (This includes any school sponsored activities)  

 

If a student is identified with an active infestation, the student’s parent will be notified. The parent will be asked to 

pick up the student and if possible, will be shown where the infestation has been found. (GISD)  

 

REQUIREMENTS TO RETURN TO SCHOOL:  

 

 Student must be treated for an active infestation at home.  

 

 A parent or designated adult must accompany the student upon return to school.  

 

 Before entering the classroom, a designated employee will recheck the student’s hair.  

 

 If there are no signs of an active infestation, the student may return to class.  

 

 After returning to class, the student will be checked by the school designated employee twice a week for 

four weeks and then once a week for four additional weeks to monitor signs of active infestation.  

 

LETTERS TO PARENTS:  

 

A letter, including a Head Lice Information Fact Sheet, may be sent to parents of students when a classroom that has 

two or more active infestations of head lice occurring concurrently.  
 



 What To Do If Your Child Has Head Lice  

 

1. Don’t panic. Anyone can get head lice. It has nothing to do with cleanliness. 
Lice are typically attracted to clean hair and are spread through head-to-
head contact or by sharing brushes, hats, combs, coats, scarves, pillows, 
etc. 

2. Carefully examine every head in your home. Look for lice (gray/brown 
about the size of a sesame seeds) or nits (eggs). Nits are small white, 
yellow, or tan and are tear dropped shaped. Nits are usually found on the 
hair close to the scalp and are more prevalent behind the ears and nape of 
the neck. 

3. Use an effective head lice treatment and follow all directions carefully to 
effectively eliminate lice.  

4. Remove all nits (eggs). No pediculosis product kills all the eggs and 
therefore all nits must be removed. It only takes one live egg left behind to 
start the process all over again. Nit removal combs can be purchased to 
help with this process however manual removal using your finger nails and 
pulling the nits off the hair shaft is often the most effective way to 
complete the task. This can best be done by sectioning the hair off and 
working with small areas at a time to examine the entire head of hair. 

5. Clean combs and brushes and hair accessories in hot soapy water. Water 
should be at least 130 degrees Fahrenheit, Combs and brushes should soak 
for 10 minutes. 

6.  Wash all clothes, bedding and towels in hot water and dry on hot cycle for 
at least 20 minutes. Items that can not be safely washed, such as stuffed 
animals and non washable pillows, should be placed in a plastic bag and 
tied tightly for two weeks. Hair ties and bows must also be washed or 
bagged. 

7. Vacuum carpets, mattresses, overstuffed furniture, car seats, and anything 
that might hold lice. Vacuum thoroughly and discard the bag promptly. 

8. Continue checking anyone that had lice or nits daily for 3 weeks until there 
is no evidence of lice or nits. Remove any remaining nits retreat the hair per 
instructions on product used. Removal of all nits and lice is imperative for 
the success of the treatment. One nit or louse left behind can result in the 
continuation of head lice. 



9. Notify your child’s school secretary or classroom teacher for assistance, 
monitoring and return to school procedure. Your communication is 
important to the school nurse in attempting to assist parents and control 
the spread of head lice in our school buildings. 


